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Kenya 
Burundian President Arrives for Talks With Moi 


Moi Reiterates Stand on Tribunal 


EA0510172395 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1600 GMT 5 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Daniel arap Moi and 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya of Burundi today held over 
two hours of talks at State House, Nairobi. Speaking 
to the press after the meeting, President Moi said only 
the people of Burundi can solve their basic problems. 
He said leaders from this region could do nothing to 
assist Burundi until all the leaders of that country met 
to reconcile, remove mistrust, and create confidence. 


President Moi urged donor countries to assist Burundi to 
strengthen its present government. He said his approach 
to issues in Burundi and Rwanda were guided by 
impartiality regarding the two main ethnic groups of 
Hutu and Tutsi. He said although Kenya was a signatory 
to the convention under which the Rwanda tribunal was 
established, he would never be party to a haphazard and 
partisan undertaking. 


President Moi made it clear that the deaths of 1 
million people in Rwanda was a matter that called for 
seriousness. He said he could not support a tribunal 
which exhibited open partisanship by refusing to look at 
the Rwandan problem in its entirety. During the talks, 
President Moi said his main concern in Burundi was 
the development of a spirit of national reconciliation to 
enable the people of Burundi to live together in peace 
and prosperity. 


Further on Bilateral Talks 


EA0510200395 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 5 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Their Excellencies Presi- 
dents Daniel arap Moi and Sylvestre Ntibantungan ya of 
Burundi today held talks lasting two hours and 20 min- 
utes at State House, Nairobi. Talking to the press after 
the meeting, President Moi said only th people of Bu- 
rundi can solve their basic problems. He said leaders 
from this region could not do anything to assist Bu- 
rundi until the leaders of that country met to reconcile, 
remove mistrust, and create confidence. President Moi 
urged donor countries to assist Burundi to strengthen its 
present government. [passage omitted] 


During the talks, President Moi said his main concern 
in Burundi was the development of a spirit of national 
reconciliation, to enable the people of Burundi to 
live together in peace and prosperity. Reviewing the 
dramatic experiences that have of late beset Burundi, 
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President Moi especially pointed out that the loss of that 
country’s head of state among other people was very 
sad, He reiterated that human life was too important to 
be made the object of political games. 


President Moi noted that if the killing continued at [as 
heard] such a scale, then even those struggling for power 
would eventually have nobody to rule. The President 
advised that in order to create trust and confidence 
in Burundi, there was an urgent need to ensure an 
acceptable mix of both ethnic communities in the organs 
of the state. 


President Ntibantunganya thanked President Moi for his 
goodwill toward Burundi and her people. He said he was 
touched by President Moi’s sympathy for the people of 
Burundi. 


The two heads of state also reviewed bilateral, regional 
and international issues of major interest to both coun- 
tries. They noted with satisfaction the cordial bilateral 
relations existing between the two countries, which are 
growing from strength to strength. They declared the de- 
sire and determination to enhance further political and 
economic cooperation for the mutual benefit of the two 
countries. 


The two heads of state reviewed the situation in the 
great lakes region, and agreed as follows: 


1. The countries of the Great Lakes region should 
uphold the noble principles of ithe good neighborliness 
and noninterference in [each] other [’s] internal affairs. 


2. The need for the Republic of Burundi to undertake 
measures aimed at confidence-building, security, and 
national reconciliation. 


3. The need for the creation of an enabling environment 
conducive to the voluntary return of refugees from the 
neighboring countries. 


At the regional level, the two Presidents urged the 
regional countries to concertedly seek ways and means 
to secure peace, stability and development for the Great 
Lakes countries. They further urged the united nations 
and the itternational community to mobilize financial 
resources for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the 
economies of the great lakes countries in general and, 
in particular, Rwanda and Burundi. 


The two heads of state expressed their confidence in the 
ability of the regional countries to assist in the search 
for a lasting solution to the problem in Burundi. 


The talks were also attended by the vice president 
and minister for planning and national development, 
Professor George Saitoti, the acting minister for foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Professor Jonathan 
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Ngeno, and the permanent secretary in the ministry, Dr. 
Sally Kosgey. 


Meanwhile, President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, who 
arrived in the country this morning for a two-day 
Official visit, will depart from the Jomo Kenyatta 
International Airport tomorrow shortly after 1500. The 
Burundi president will be seen off by the vice president 
and minister for planning and national development, 
Professor George Saitoti. 


Somalia 
Ali Mahdi Militia Fires On Ships Entering Port 


AB0510210595 Paris AFP in English 
1455 GMT 05 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 5 Oct (AFP) — 
Somali clan militia opposed to General Mohamed Farah 
Aidid’s faction fired on two banana exporting ships try- 
ing to enter Mogadishu port on Thursday [5 October] in 
defiance of a warning from two clan leaders. The seven 
rounds fired from 106mm recoilless rifles, which were 
mounted on Wednesday [4 October] by self-styled So- 
mali interim president Ali Mahdi Mohamed’s Somalia 
Salvation Alliance (SSA) controlling the northern half 
of the Somali capital, caused no serious damage. The 
incident caused panic among port workers, forcing them 
to temporarily halt their off-loading operations. 


Ali Mohamed and Osman Hassan Ali "Atto", Aidid’s 
former financier-turned bitter foe, recently warned ba- 
nana exporting ships to keep away from the port until 
Aidid agreed to rejoin the Somali peace process. The 
move was an attempt to deprive Aidid’s United Somali 
Congress/Somali National Alliance (USC/SNA) faction 
of tax it levies on cartons of bananas for exports. 


The two ships were chartered by Somalia’s two banana 
exporting companies — Somali Fruit and Sombana — 
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which Ali Mahdi and Atto have accused of financing 
Aidid’s self-declared government, which the other clan 
factions have refused to recognise. The factions have 
also accused the banana companies of using the export- 
ing ships to smuggle ammunition into Somalia for use 
by Aidid’s militia. 


After the shooting, Ali Mahdi’s military spokesman re- 
iterated that operations at the port would remain sus- 
pended until Aidid stopped collecting taxes and warned 
the banana companies that they will be responsible for 
any damage caused to any ship chartered by them for 
ban?1a export. 


Aidid’s interior minister Mohamed Qanyare Afreh also 
declared on Wednesday that his self-declared govern- 
ment would defend the banana companies if their prop- 
erty or their chartered ships came under attack, but so far 
no retaliatory acuon had been taken by Aidid’s forces 
since the firing incident. 


The embargo on the port would be the first heavy 
financial setback for Aidid since Atto abandoned him 
in the middle of this year before a conference of his 
supporters declared him interim president for three years 
on June 15. 


Observers here believe that if the sanctions by his 
opponents succeed, Aidid will not be able to sustain his 
hold on the southern town of Baidoa, which he captured 
18 days ago. 


Meanwhile, serious negotiations had started between 
representatives of the two banana exporting companies 
and those of factions opposed to Aidid, with sources at 
the negotiations saying that no tangible results had been 
achieved after one meeting on Wednesday. A second 
meeting was due to be held on Thursday. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Carolus Says ANC To Pursue Cuban Relations 


MBO0510155395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1541 GMT 5 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] JOHANNESBURG Oct 5 
SAPA — The African National Congress, as the ma- 
jority party in the government, would pursue relations 
with Cuba and would not be intimidated by any other 
country from doing so, ANC deputy secretary-general 
Cheryl Carolus said on Thursday [5 October]. 


The ANC felt the people of South Africa had a long- 
standing debt to settle with Cuba because of the support 
it had rendered in the past, she said at a Press briefing 
in Johannesburg. 


She was speaking after the arrival of a Cuban delegation 
ahead of Friday’s Cuba-Southern African solidarity 
conference in Johannesburg. 


A focus of the conference would be the United States 
blockade of Cuba, and how the relationship between the 
two countries could be normalised, Carolus said. 


"Just about every civilised country, apart from the 
United States...believe the blockade is wrong." 


A broad range of people in South Africa believed 
it was constructive to build links with Cuba, she 
said. "Major capitalist institutions", including Gencor 
[General Mining Union Corporation], had set up offices 
in Havana and were trading with Cuba. 


While the relationship between South Africa and the 
United States was important, the ANC believed it was 
part of a world majority that believed the blockade were 
wrong, Carolus said. [passage omitted] 


Drug Cartels Smuggling Contraband Through RSA 


MBO0510171395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1330 GMT 5 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris Oct 5 SAPA — South 
Africans are being used a smugglers by powerful 
drug-trafficking networks run by African and French 
nationals, claims a recent French government report. 


Drug cartels operating internationally from Nigeria, 
Togo, Cote d'Ivoire, Mauritania and Senegal are also 
employing United States citizens to smuggle contraband 
through border controls, says the report, revealed by the 
publication LA LETTRE DU CONTINENT. 


"The criminalisation of black Africa is starting to rep- 
resent a real security problem for western Europe, and 
France is directly concerned," says Jean-Francois Ba- 
yart, who compiled the report for the French Department 
of Foreign Affairs centre for analysis and prevention. 
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Bayart claims French citizens are directly implicated 
in laundering circuits in central Africa, which operate 
through horse- racing and casinos. 


"The franc zone is an important access route for dirty 
money towards the financial markets of the industri- 
alised world," he says. 


French oil companies contribute to the opacity of trading 
in "black gold" and are implicated in the project for a 
Sao Tome free zone, which is tipped to be an important 
link in the criminalisation of commercial and financial 
trade. 


French armed forces in Chad and Djibouti are impli- 
cated in the consumption or trade of narcotics, and those 
in the Central African Republic are implicated in dia- 
mond fraud. 


The report accuses French military officers, business- 
men and politicians of being in cahoots with corrupt 
African politicians. 


Among the crimes named are the misuse of foreign 
aid, the exportation or pillaging of capital and natural 
resources, trafficking in drugs and fissile substances, 
prostitution and money-laundering. 


ANC’s Asmal Praises Trade Unions’ Behavior 


MBO0510055095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2016 GMT 4 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Oct 4 
SAPA — Trade unions were being responsible despite 
high profile problems in the public sector, Water Affairs 
and Forestry Minister Kader Asmal said on Wednesday 
[4 October]. 


"While there are high profile problems in the public 
sector, labour has been a notably responsible partner 
in governance and hours lost to industrial action have 
plummeted dramatically, particularly in the private 
sector," he told a political meeting in Lenasia, south- 
west of Johannesburg. 


Most labour problems were in the public sector, which 
was in transition, limiting management's ability to 
maintain good labour relations. 


Despite fears that unions would "run amok" because the 
new government was sensitive to their concerns, a new 
labour relations system had been implemented, he said 


Listing the ANC-led government’s achievements since 
last year’s general elections, Asmal said the vast major- 
ity of government departments were delivering "across 
the board" to the people and would do so increasingly 
despite the legacy of apartheid. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Achievements included the establishment of an inde- 
penoent and respected Constitutional Court and the al- 
locaticn of funds to supply 25 percent of those lacking 
Clean water within the next three years. 


Prog’ess had also been made in electrification and 
primary education while an integrated transportation 
policy was underway. 


"Inflation is down, capital investment is up and inter- 
national investor interest is at a frenzied pitch," Asmal 
said. 


DP Accuses ANC of Suppressing Press Freedom 


MBO0510171695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1312 GMT 5 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Johannesburg Oct 5 SAPA — 
There was a carefully orchestrated campaign by the 
African National Congress to scupper press freedom in 
South Africa, Democratic Party [DP] leader Tony Leon 
said on Thursday [5 October]. 


Speaking at an election rally in Northcliff, Johannes- 
burg, Leon said the onslaught against a free press had 
to be stopped in its tracks the campaign would end ex- 
isting and future foreign investment in the country, he 
said. 


Leon said the campaign started a month ago when 
deputy president Thabo Mbeki chose the Black Editors 
Forum to launch "a scathing, racially-motivated attack 
on what he crudely characterised as the predominantly 
white-owned, white-edited and largely white-written 
newspapers and magazines of South Africa." 


The campaign gathered momentum with CITY PRESS 
editor Khulu Sibiya’s resignation as chairman of the 
Conference of Editors. In his resignation statement he 
said black media ownership was a more important 
necessity than press freedom or freedom of expression. 


It was further highlighted, Leon said, by ANC 
spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa’s recent comment that 
the sale of media businesses to foreigners was an 
attempt to keep media resources out of the hands of 
black South Africans. 


"Subordinating press freedom to the dictates of so- 
called black empowerment has nothing to do with 
mass community upliftment and everything to do with 
muzzling the growth of a vibrant and critical media 
culture in South Africa,” Leon said. 


The ANC, he said, had embarked on a strategy to 
demonise the so-called white or foreign media interest, 
against which it wished to move, and thereafter to 
marginalise them. This was because its freedom to act 
against the media was hampered by the constitution. 


FBIS-AFR-95-194 
6 October 1995 


RDP Office Notes Difficulty in Using Donor Aid 


MB0410155795 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 1 Oct 95 pp 1-2 


[Report by Adrian Hadland and Tefo Mothibeli] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Only a fraction of the billions 
of rands pledged by foreign heads of state in the eu- 
phoric aftermath of President Nelson Mandela’s inau- 
guration 18 months ago has materialised into hard cash. 


Caught up in the emotion and goodwill of South 
Africa’s first democratic election, the leaders of 20 
countries promised a total of more than R11 billion 
[rands} to help the rainbow nation on to its feet. The 
money was to be channelled into the newly-established 
Reconstruction and Development Programme [RDP] 
fund. 


But a combination of factors — including donor reti- 
cence, restrictive or costly aid conditions, a changing 
"international assistance” environment, and the lack of 
an appropriate domestic mechanism for processing the 
huge pledges — has bedevilled the pledges given with 
such gusto in early 1994, 


Little more than R1 billion a year, or R4.7 billion over 
five years, has been committed so far to the fund’s 
Reserve Bank account. Of this, a substantial proportion 
has strings attached. "We have had to fight bloody 
hard to turn the pledges into cash," said RDP office 
consultant Pierre Voges. 


Government officials who were instructed last year to 
follow up the pledges and the “disbursement” of funds 
have foundered in a quagmire of double-talk and hidden 
agendas. 


"They are not giving money to us because they feel 
sorry for us. They want to get a foot in the door,” said 
one RDP official. 


The pledges were analysed by a specially created 
interdepartmental committee. The analysis showed that 
some would have resulted in only marginal or even 
negative economic consequences for South Africa. 


"International development assistance should help to 
rebuild a country, but with an ill-considered approach it 
could easily achieve the opposite,” sources said. They 
hinted that one substantial — though politely declined 
— pledge from a country in the Far East was entirely 
geared to the maximise the advantage to the donor 
nation’s private sector. 


"It is a new world with no free lunches, an international 
playing field with many pitfalls," said Voges. As the 
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previous apartheid government had not received inter- 
national aid, South Africa was not well prepared for the 
“new era”. 


"The South African government had to create mech- 
anisms to deal with these enormous pledges. Factors 
such as the avoidance of a ‘begging bowl mentality’, 
the high political content of assistance packages, nega- 
tive economic trade-offs and unfavourable conditions of 
supply and execution” required serious attention when 
offers were evaluated. 


The remarkably complex nature of international aid has 
further contributed to the sluggish acceptance and use 
of funds. 


Different types of assistance are commonly involved, in- 
Cluding grants (usually conditional), concessional loans, 
trade/credits guarantees, market access and forms of 
technical assistance. 


These have to be weighed against South Africa’s debt 
and repayment profile along with its requirement that 
funds be channelled through the national budget. 


The road from pledge to disbursement is also a long one, 
including the negotiation and signing of international 
development assistance agreements and the dovetailing 
of aid offers with domestic development priorities. 


Added to this is the fact that South Africa has had to 
learn to deal with differing donor practices, technical 
Capacities, administrative procedures and institutional 
lines of authority. 


Voges said that at the same time, international aid policy 
changes, which had gravitated towards tightly monitored 
projects and targeted assistance packages, conflicted 
with South African insistence on channelling donations 
through its national budget. Not only did that contribute 
to a temporary reduction in the national deficit but it also 
prevented the recurring expenditure frequently resulting 
from "add-on" aid. 


"In other recipient countries, the macro-levels of local 
revenue and expenditure are determined separately from 
the projects and programmes to be financed by way of 
assistance, thereby leading to add-on expenditure. It is 
this which often results in recurrent expenditure and 
eventually crowding out the financing of new projects.” 


While progress had been slow and only a fraction 
of pledges had been transformed into cash, progress 
was being made, RDP officials said. New agreements 
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were being signed, including one this week with the 
Swedish government, at regular intervals. Also, “the 
disbursements of funds flowing from these agreements 
have escalated over the last six months", they said. 


Staff at 30 Transkei Hospitals Striking 


MBO0510174095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 5 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Parliament’s Health Portfolio 
Committee has described the nurses’ strike in the former 
Transkei as a national emergency. The chairman of the 
committee, Dr. Mantho Tshabalala, says the action is 
Causing a profound crisis which has implications for 
the whole country. 


Speaking (?during a) visit to the Eastern Cape, Dr. 
Tshabalala said at least 30 hospitals had been left 
with little or no nursing cover, threatening the lives of 
thousands of patients. Staff attempting to return to work 
were being subjected to severe intimidation. He called 
for troops to be deployed to protect patients and staff. 


Police Say Intelligence Chief Committed Suicide 


MB0610132595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1243 GMT 6 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Oct 6 SAPA 
— Forensic tests indicated that National Intelligence 
Agency chief director Muziwendoda Mdluli committed 
suicide, area investigation officer Brig Johan Kitching 
said in Pretoria on Friday [6 October]. 


He said in an interview police were, however, following 
up allegations that the former People’s Liberation Army 
commander had been murdered. 


Mdluli was found dead in his car outside the Botanical 
Garden in Silverton, Pretoria, on Monday morning. He 
died from a 9mm gunshot wound to the forehead. 


"At this stage it appears he committed suicide," Kitching 
said. "The results of the forensic tests are identifiable 
with suicide." 


The tests related to the trajectory of the bullet, gunpow- 
der marks on Mdluli’s hands and blood trails, he said. 


On Wednesday, the chairwoman of the parliamentary 
intelligence committee was quoted in a media report 
as saying the trajectory of the bullet did not seem 
consistent with suicide, according to her information. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Comoros 


Djohar Leaves Hospital for ‘Unknown Destination’ 


AB0610083595 Paris AFP in French 
0754 GMT 6 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Saint-Denis, Reunion, 6 Oct 
[AFP] — AFP has observed that Comoran President 
Mohamed Said Djohar this morning left the Bellepierre 
Hospital in Saint-Denis at 1100 local time (0700 GMT}. 


President Djohar was in traditional Comoran attire and 
got into a prefectural vehicle flanked by gendarmes. He 
was accompanied by his son. The convoy of five vehi- 
cles then left the hospital for an unknown destination. 
Journalists were unable to follow the convoy. [passage 
omitted) 


Radio Reports Denard’s Departure 


EA0510215595 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 5 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Here is the news in detail from 
our correspondent in Moroni, (Jean-Claude Toahir]. 
After several days, Bob Denard and his men finally 
surrendered this afternoon. It all happened without a 
bloodbath. For further details, I suggest you listen to 
(Jean-Claude Toahir) on the telephone from Moroni: 


(Begin (Toahir) recording] It was 1500 sharp when 
Bob Denard and a few of his men left Kandani 
camp after having been disarmed and searched by the 
French mercenaries [as heard] and the GIGN [National 
Gendarmerie Intervention Group]. They headed for 
Moroni aboard civilian vehicles but under good escort. 
Right now, there is confusion about their whereabouts. 
They reportedly left Mayotte aboard a Transall [cargo 
aircraft] waiting at the former Moroni [word indistinct] 
airport, but they might also be aboard the Floreal [ship], 
which has anchored a few cables’ length from the port 
of Moroni. 


At Kandani Barracks, the situation is now very calm. 
The French forces took over the camp after all the 
members of the Comoran defense forces had been 
evacuated. The French soldiers took them to the former 
barracks of (Voaju) north of the capital. There was no 


fighting. 


The mercenaries who accompanied Bob Denard have 
all been disarmed and taken to Hahaya International 
Airport. There were only about 30 of them, instead of 
the 171 mentioned. This departure was not as glorious 
as the one in December 1989 when Bob Denard was 
honored by his men before leaving. This time, the 
authorities have reportedly opte . for discretion. 
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Operation Azalea resulted in four deaths in the rebels’ 
ranks, and some 30 rebels cing held prisoner at Hahaya 
Said Ibrahim (name as heard] Airport. 


Forty-five minutes before he surrendered, | managed 
to get an interview with Bob Denard. His words were 
not very different from what he has been saying in the 
last few days. He said he returned to the Comoros to 
settle a debt of honor with his former soldiers. He is 
surprised and disappointed by France’s reaction. On the 
financing of the operation, he said he had received about 
10 million French francs through his personal contacts. 
He also mentioned that people who want to invest in 
the Comoros took part in the operation. Asked if he 
will finally retire or not, Bob Denard said that as long 
as he is alive, he will not retire. 


In the Comoran capital, calm prevails. The residents 
are feeling better but they do not easily believe that 
the mercenaries have gone for good. In spite of the 
intervention, France is not well regarded by Moroni 
residents. They believe — rightly or wrongly — that 
Bob Denard could not have come to the Comoros 
without France’s help. 


The question now is what will happen in the post-Bot 
Denard era? What will happen to Mohamed Taki ani 
Said Ali Kemal, the leaders of the UNDC [Nation#l 
Union for Democracy in the Comoros] and Chuna 
political parties who backed the putsch? Will toe 
political parties be able to agree to rule the country 
together, and thus end the present stagnation? Bob 
Denard is, of course, gone but as the man in the street 
Says, things are now going to get complicated. [end 
recording] 


Denard Flown to Reunion 


AB0610114095 Paris AFP in English 
1056 GMT 06 Oct 95 


[By Michel Moutot] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Moroni, Oct 6 (AFP) — The 
French intervention in the Comoro Islands to put down 
a coup led by veteran mercenary Bob Denard left four 
dead — all Comorians — and nine injured, including 
one mercenary and two journalists, a French armed 
forces spokesman said Friday [6 October]. 


Denard, who surrendered Thursday, was flown to the 
French Indian Ocean island of Reunion, from where he 
was due to return to France later Friday to face trial. 


French forces were meanwhile drawing up plans to 
leave this former French colony off east Africa after 
using overwhelming force — 800 men on shore — 
to quash the coup led by Denard, 66, and the 33 
mercenaries he recruited. 
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Major Louis Pignot, representing General Jean-Paul 
Dellenbach, the commander of “Operation Azalea,” re- 
fused io spell out wha! would happen to the mercenaries. 


He said one Comorian soldier fighting with Denard and 
his mercenaries was killed as French navy commandos 
stormed the Hahaya international airport north of Mo- 
roni on Wednc sday. 


Two other Comorian soldiers were killed as French 
‘roops overran the disused Itsambouni airstrip near the 
port and the French embassy, Pignot said. 


French special forces also killed a motorcyclist tear the 
embassy with a bullet in the neck. 


French photographer Patrick Durand of the Sygma 
agency, who was riding pillion, received minor injuries 
to a foot and an elbow. 


Another French journalist, Christophe Gauthier of the 
weekly VSD (Friday, Saturday and Sunday), received 
a ballet in the thigh when French troops opened up on 
his car with automatic fire as he arrived at their landing 
site. 


Both journalists were flown to France for treatment. 


The Comorian gendarmerie — paramilitary police — 
did not rally to the putschists, though they did not fight 
them. 


The Comorian soldiers are covered by a general amnesty 
announced by Prime Minister Caabi El-Yachourtu, who 
declared himself acting president while the rebels were 
holding 80-year-old President Said Mohamed Djohar at 
the Kandani military base just out of Moroni. 


They released Djohar Wednesday. He then flew to the 
French Indian Ocean island of Reunion for a medical 
check-up, but Yachourtu retained the title of acting 
president. 


Comorian gendarmes and French navy commandos 
Friday boarded the Vulcain, the rusting cable-layer the 
mercenaries chartered from Norway to sail here with 


their weapons. 
Pignot said the crew put up no resistance, and that some 
arms and ammunition were found aboard. 


He said plans for the withdrawal of the Froach forces 
were being drawn up, but that they “would certainly not 
leave” Friday. 


One thousand French troops took part in the invasion, 
200 aboard ships offshore and 800 onshore, Pignot said, 
adding that they had suffered no casualties. 
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Mozambique 


Dhiakama Detains Frelimo Chief in Gorongosa 


MBO0310192495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 3 Oct 95 


{Report by correspondent Jose Drubeque in Beira] 


(FBIS Translated Text] A Mozambique Television cor- 
respondent says Mozambique National Resistance [Re- 
namo} leader Afonso Dhlakama, who is on a working 
visit to Sofala Province, today ordered the detention of 
Rui Franque, first secretary of the Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front [Frelimo] Party in Gorongosa. Dhlakama 
accused the Frelimo Party secretary of playing games 
and abusing power. 


The Renamo leader said: From now on, there will 
be no more games in Gorongosa. Dhlakama said he 
learned that the Frelimo Party local secretary had tried 
to demoralize Renamo sympathizers before Renamo’s 
rally in Gorongosa today. This forced the Renamo leader 
to adopt serious measures. 


Frelimo, Renamo Discuss Incident 


MB0410123495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 4 Oct 95 


(FEIS Transiated Excerpt] Frelimo [Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front] and Renamo [Mozambique National Re- 
sistance] are holding talks behind closed doors in So- 
fala Province concerning the incident in which the Fre- 
limo Party first secretary for Gorongosa Diszict was al- 
legedly beaten up by Renamo officials in. Renamo leader 
Afonso Dhlakama’s presence. Frelimo is represented by 
two Sofala Provincia! Committee Secretariat members 
and Renamo by Assembly Deputies Francisco Macham- 
bisse and Domingos Charle, as well as [name indistinct}, 
Renamo leader Afonso Dhiakama’s press attache. 


At Renamo’s insistent request, reporters were removed 
from the room where the talks are taking place. Renamo 
alleged that this matter has to do only with Frelimo and 
Renamo. Rui Franque, the Frelimo Party first secretary 
for Gorongosa who was beaten up, also is attending the 
meeting and we have not been able to interview him 
yet. 


Meanwhile, Mozambique Television and DIARIO DE 
MOCAMBIQUE journalists who accompanied the Ren- 
amo leader on his visit to Gorongosa District told Radio 
Mozambique that Rui Franque was not ill-treated, let 
alone beaten up. However, they confirmed that he had 
been tied up with rope. Two journalists with those press 
institutions also told Radio Mozambique chat Dhlakama 
called Franque, quote, a little kid, unquote. 
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Renamo Deputy Manuel Pereira appeared at the Frelimo 
Party provincial headquarters but was barred from the 
room. where the talks are taking place. Workers at the 
Frelimo provincial headquarters also threatened to beat 


him up. [passage omitted] 


Frelimo Official Describes Assault 


MB0410204895 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 4 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Our colleagues in the city 
of Beira today interviewed Rui Franque, first secretary 
of the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party in 
Gorongosa, who was bezten by Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] officials. 


{Begin Franque recording) [passage omitted] When | 
arriv.d at home, I was told two people were looking 
for me. They said they would return. I then went to the 
district administrator to report the matter. I asked him 
if he knew anything about these people. He said he did 
not. It then occurred to me that they must be Renamo 
men. 


As I was reporting the matter to the administrator, { 
saw two vans driving up and down the street. | saw 
these vans pass our party headquarters and then go to 
my house. They broke into the house and cansacked it. 
Obviously, they did not find me there, because I was at 
the administrator's house. 


T.~ mien came to the administrator's house and sur- 
fi», «7 tt They searchea the house and again ransacked 
it, ower® ming tables, beds, and so on. I was trying to es- 
Cape u. vugh the other door. They caught me and started 
to beat me there. They began beating me at the admin- 
istrator’s house, and no one can deny this. They slapped 
me three times and put me at the back of the van. I was 
then taken to Dhlakama. 


Dhiakama had suffered a deteat because his rally was 
only attended by about 15 to 20 Renamo niembers who 
live in town. I am not to blame if the members of his 
party members did not attend the rally. I cannot do 
Renamo’s work. I work for my own party. 


Dhlakama said: Bring him here. When he saw me, 
he was astonished. He said: You are the one who is 
disrupting our work here. You went to the rally to 
disperse people. 

I replied: Your Excellency, I did not go to the rally. 


He said: Shut up, or I will slap you. He stood and 
pointed his finger at me, close to my nose. Then he said: 
Security, take care of him. They removed my shoelaces 
and tied me here — put this finger this way — and tied 
again, and then I was like this. Then they threw me into 
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the back of the van in broad daylight. I think everyone 
saw that. Everyone saw me at Dhlakama’s residence. 
{end recording] 


Dhlakama Denies Charges 


MBO510120095 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 5 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance] leader Afoi.so Dhiakama said Mozambique 
has no courts, adding that everything is the Fre- 
limo (Mozambique Liberation Front] Part:/’s Marxism- 
Leninism. The Renamo leader was reacting to remarks 
by Justice Minister Jose Abudo that Dhlakama might 
have to answer in court for allegedly ordering that Rui 
Franque, Frelimo Party first secretary for Gorongosa, be 
detained, tied, and beaten up. The justice minister noted 
that the whole thing will hinge on whether Franque de- 
cides to take the matter to court. 


Speaking to Radio Mozambique, Dhlakama denied 
Franque was ill-treated, adding that Franque was, quote, 
a little kid who insulted the Renamo leader and democ- 
racy, unquote. 


Frelimo: Dhlakama Urging Disobedience in Sofala 


480310133295 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Fortuguese 1030 GMT 3 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique Liberation 
Front [Frelimo] Party Sofala Province Secretariat has 
accused Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] 
leader Afonso Dhlakama of encouraging the people to 
disobey legally established structures and making pro- 
nouncements that endanger national unity, reconcilia- 
tion, and peace. The Frelimo Party was reacting to re- 
marks by the Renamo leader at various rallies with So- 
fala Province residents. 


In its communique, Frelimo accuses Renamo of doing 
all it can to discourage people from participating in 
the national reconstruction effort and undermining the 
implementation of ihe government's program of act.on. 


Frelimo also says Renamo is stirring up unnecessary 
tribal conflict among people in the province. The 
Frelimo Party repudiated and condemned the Renamo 
leader's remarks, branding them irresponsible and risky. 
Frelimo also called on the people not to be misled by 


those who claim to support democracy but ignore its 
most basic principles. 
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Commission Reviews Renamo Draft Laws 


MBO0310205195 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 3 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Ossumane Ali Dauto, chairman 
of the Assembly of the Republic’s commission on judi- 
cial affairs and human rights, told Radio Mozambique 
that his commission has already given its opinions on 
all five draft laws submitted by the Mozambique Na- 
tional Resistance [Renamo] bench in Parliament. Dauto 
said some of the proposals are unconstitutional, but it 
is up to the Assembly of the Republic to make the final 
decision. 

{Begin Dauto recording] The commission examined the 
proposals and expressed its views about their legality or 
illegality. It is now up to the plenary session to make 
the final decision. 


First is the draft iaw on the establishment of a commis- 
sion to review the Constitution. There is nothing un- 
constitutional about this, and so I hope the Assembly of 
the Republic’s special session will decide to establish 
the commission and determine its responsibilities and 
duration, as well as the requirements for revising the 
Constitution. 


There is also a draft law on the Standing Commission. 
We already have a Standing Commission, so the com- 
mission decided that the establishment of another one 


is unnecessary. 


There is also a proposal to establish a Council of the 
Republic. We believe that the creation of this council 
would be unconstitutional and should not be approved 
by the Assembly of the Republic. 


We also examined the proposal to create a commission 
to review the national anthem and the national symbols. 
The national symbols are included in the Constitution, 
and we decided that their revision should be part of the 
revision of the Constitution. This was included in our 
report. It will be up to the plenary session to decide 
whether or not the commission should be created. The 
lyrics and music of the national anthem have been 
established by law. A draft law on changing the national 
anthem should be prepared. 


There is a proposal to establish a constitutional council. 
We believe there is an urgent need to establish this 
council. Unfortunately, the proposal was incomplete, 
and we believe it will not solve the problem. We believe 
legislation to establish a constitutional council should be 
drafted. 


These proposals will be examined during the Assem- 
bly’s special session. The Assembly will also debate 
many issues during its ordinary session in October. We 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 9 


will then be able to review almost all of the laws. If 
the proposals are unconstitutional, we will recommend 
that the Assembly reject them. If they are not, then the 
Assembly must approve them. [end recording] 


With regard to the three draft laws on local elections, 
Dauto said his commission endorsed the law on voter 
registration. He said, however, that his commission 
determined that the draft laws on the national election 
commission and the electoral law were unconstitutional. 


Dauto said that until a constitutional council is estab- 
lished, the Assembly will decide the constitutionality 
of laws. He added that the draft law on local elections 
contradicts Article 186 of the Constitution on the legal 
‘« of district councils. 


' hiss? 1 Addresses Rally in Matutuine District 


«* . »/0/95695 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 5 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Chissano today 
toured Maputo Province’s Matutuine District. Jaime 


Mausse reports: 


(Mausse] In Bela Vista, Matutuine District, this after- 
noon, President Joaquim Chissano urged Mozambicans 
to work together for reconstruction, peace consolidation, 
and national unity. The head of state said we are head- 
ing in the right direction and will be able to overcome 
any obstacle if we join together. Addressing a mass rally 
attended by about 2,500 people in the capital of Matu- 
tuine District, Chissano said the population should be 
vigilant against people wanting to resume the war. 


Speaking in Tsonga, Chissano said the population 
should unanimously reject war and the divisiveness that 
many people would like to bring about. He said that the 
country has only one legal system and the population 
had elected oniy one president and one parliament. 


Chissano arrived in Bela Vista in the afternoon from 
southern Matutuine, where he visited some wards and 
saw tourism, agriculture, and livestock projects. He also 
visited Ponta de Ouro and Zitundo, after flying over 
Santa Maria Cape, Mamala, and Malungame. [passage 
omitted] 


Protests Over Food Prices in Maputo Reported 


4B0610081995 Maputc Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 6 Oct 75 


{FBIS Translated Text] Hundreds of people are demon- 
strating in the city of Maputo's streets against the high 
cost of living in the country. The demonstrators put 
up roadblocks in scime parts of the city, preventing the 
movement of vehicles. Some markets have been looted 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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and a number of vehicles stoned. The demonstrators 
are complaining about the acutely rising prices of basic 
commodities, especially rice. 


Joaquim Fanheiro, Industy and Chemistry ‘frade 
Unions secretary general, said the prices rose soon after 
the accord on increasing the minimum salary at the end 
¢ August. Fanheiro noted that the 37.5 salary increase 
is not effective because of the increase in food prices. 


Swaziland 
Parties Praise ‘Understanding’ With Cuba 


MBO0510110695 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 5 Oct 95 p 2 


[Report by Nkululeko Dlamini] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — A number of po- 
litical organisations have hailed the controversial diplo- 
matic understanding entered into between government 
and Cuba. 


These are Swaziland Youth Congress (SWAYOCO) 
and the People’s United Democratic Movement 


(PUDEMO). 


President of Swayoco Benedict Tsabedze in an inter- 
view yesterday said he does not see anything wrong 
with Swaziland clinching an understanding with Cuba. 


"And Swaziland does not need interference by other 
countries," he said in reaction to the U.S. which has 
already indicated it would not be happy if Swaziland 
entered into diplomatic relations with Cuba because of 
the latter’s poor political and human rights record. 


"I do not see anything wrong if Swaziland enters an 
understanding with Cuba, if it is there at all. 


"In fact, international law encourages countries to have 
an understanding which matures to diplomatic under- 
standing. 


"Unless the Swaziland government has something par- 
ticular against Cuba which we may not know of and 
which we cannot encourage to happen, an understand- 
ing between the two countries would be good. 


"If the U.S. government has differences with Cuba, it 
should not spill those differences to other countries 
which do not have anything against that country,” he 
said. 


He said such an approach goes hand in hand with the 
understanding of the despised imperialist approach, and 
therefore the American government cannot dictate terms 
to Swaziland on who to align with. 


The U.S. government has an embargo against Cuba for 
political reasons. 
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Secretary General of Pudemo, Mr Dominic Mn- 
gomezulu said if Swaziland is a sovereign state, then it 
is entitled to have diplomatic contacts with any country 
of her choice. He said it is inconceivable that the 
powers that be would raise an alarm over diplomatic 
links when they had the audacity to have full diplomatic 
links “with apartheid Pretoria and fascist Israel contrary 
to expectations by all civilised countries of the world". 


He said his organisation was impressed by Cuba's 
contribution in the liberation struggle in the sub-region 
like in Angola, Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa. 


"This shows Cubans are people who are committed to 
the struggle for liberation. 


"But, of course, this position that we adopt towards 
Cuba does not mean that we condone repression of the 
right of the people. 


"We think that the vanguard communist part of Cuba 
should allow and tolerate the existence of political 
parties," he said. 


Zambia 


Mossad-Linked Company Given Election Contract 


MBO0310170295 Lusaka THE POST in English 
12 Sep 95 pp 1, 3 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The government has awarded 
the contract to register voters to a company with links to 
Mossad — the Israeli counter-intelligence organisation. 
This move has raised suspicion from both politicians 
and ordinary citizens. 


The company Nikuv-computers, also has a history of 
running elections in Zimbabwe most of which have been 
characterised with allegations of underhand dealings and 


rigging. 

"The track record of this company is bad as shown in 
Zimbabwe. More voters cards were produced in every 
area than the voters and there was massive rigging," said 


Dean Mung’omba, president of the Zambia Democratic 
Congress, in an interview last Wednesday. 


Tender Board officials confirmed the selection has been 
made from a list of 10 bidders, who included the Zambia 
Postal Company. 


"We have already done our part and submitted the 
name to the Vice-President who should be announcing 
it soon,” said an official who declined to be named. 


Nikuv Computers, is a member of the Balton CP group 
represented locally by Amiran. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-194 
6 October 1955 


UNIP [United National Independence Party] member 
of the central committee, Rabson Chongo, charged the 
award of the tender is suspect. 


“Tender procedures were badly manipulated. The tender 
was not given to a company which offered the lowest 
bid," Chongo said in an interview on Sunday. 


According to tender board documentation, pens and 
paper." [sentence as published] 


UNIP concurred with this view. "UNIP is in principle, 
against use of a priv ate company when the government 
could have merely strengthened the elections office," 
said Chongo, who claimed his party was not consulted. 


Zambia has increased ties with Israel ever since Presi- 
dent Chiluba took over office and has concluded several 
deals mainly security related which have been handled 
by defence minister Ben Mwila. 


Among such projects have been the re-training of 
counter insurgent forces in the Zambia intelligence 
service by Mossad, the rehabilitation of Zambia military 
jets and the construction of the new Soweto market 
which is also being coordinated by the Ministry of 
Defence. 


The diplomatic source, however, revealed that the gov- 
ernment has already clashed with the participating 
donors, including USAID, and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries over governments insistence to use two cards, a 
national registration and a voters card during elections. 
The donors believe this could be a ploy to profit the 
Israeli company because one good card can serve both 
purposes. 


"Suspicion is rife in the diplomatic community that the 
government insists on two cards to increase profits for 
Amiran which it is believed has made losses elsewhere," 
the diplomat said. He pointed to possible losses in the 
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contract to the Mossad training programme and MiG 
jets rehabilitation. 

"We are opposed to reckless use of financial resources 
which ultimately is a pain and a burden on the Zambian 


people when there are cheaper ways of registering 
voters," Mung’omba said. 


The opposition also fears government is using Mossad 
to manipulate the outcome of the 1996 general and 
presidential elections. 


Government Not To Form Constituent Assembly 


MBO0410055295 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 3 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Government says it will not 
form a constituent assembly to adopt the new constitu- 
tion because there is no provision in the Zambian law. 


Legal Affairs Minister Dr. Remmy Mushota said in 
Lusaka today that Parliament is the only sovereign 
institution to make laws. He said there is no law in 
the country which provides for the formation of the 
constituent assembly. 


Dr. Mushota was reacting to calls by the Women Move- 
ment for Constituent Assembly to adopt the new con- 
stitution. He accused leaders of nongovernmental or- 
ganizations [NGO's] of misrepresenting their members 
and urged them to read the government white paper and 
give their individual views. He said NGO's [words in- 
distinct] women are not serious, because each time there 
are lobbies for parliamentarians, they do not show up. 
He accused the women of not supporting fellow women 
parliamentarians, who are supposed to represent their 
interests in the National Assembly. Local Government 
Deputy Minister Wendy Membe also accused the NGO 
women of hypocrisy. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 WEST AFRICA 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Paramilitary Guarding Key Buildings in Abidjan 


AB0510091595 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 5 Oct 95 


(From the African News] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Paramilitary police in Ivory 
Coast [Cote d'Ivoire] have taken up positions guarding 
key buildings in the commercial capital, Abidjan, after 
the announcement by opposition parties that they will 
boycott presidential and parliamentary elections. The 
government said that five people were killed in clashes 
with security forces on Monday [2 October]. 


The protests are over a controversial new electoral 
law which bars a leading opposition figure, Alassane 
Quattara, from standing as a presidential candidate. 


Liberia 
State of Cease-Fire in Gbarnga Described 


AB041019419S London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 4 Oct 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cracks have been appearing 
this week in Liberia’s cease-fire, especially with an 
attack on Charles Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia] headquarters at Gbarnga. It seems 
there was heavy fighting and thousands of civilians 
took to their heels once again. Taylor pointed the finger 
at rival faction ULIMO [United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia], but ULIMO leader, Alhaji 
Koromah, denied it and claimed it was internal fighting 
within the NPFL. Our correspondent, Jonathan Pelele, 
is in Gbarnga and he faxed this report on the aftermath: 


There has been a reduction of tension in the NPFL 
headquarters of Gbarnga and tens of thousands of 
Civilians who'd fled the town have been returning 
since forces who attacked the city in the early hours 
of Monday [2 October] were repulsed. Nearly all 
the people who fied Gbarnga on Monday fled to 
the Bong County town of Palala, some 16 miles 
outside of Gbarnga where they remained until the 
fighting subsided. Women and men were seen with 
foam mattresses and bundles of personal effects on their 
heads. Some had sick and malnourished babies strapped 
to their backs. 


In Gbarnga, I toured a number of places where the fight- 
ing was particularly tense. Empty cartons and shells of 
sophisticated Chinese-made ammunition were discov- 
ered a few meters from the police station where the 
invading forces reportedly gathered for hours before 
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plunging the city into disarray. Military casualties on 
both sides are not yet fully established, but four decapi- 
tated bodies were left in the northern suburb. NPFL men 
claimed that the corpses were of ULIMO-K [ULIMO- 
Koromah faction] fighters who were beheaded by their 
fellow fighters in order to destroy their identities. But 
a ULIMO LD. card numbered 2543 and bearing the 
name and photo of one Captain Baba Konate was found 
a few yards from the decomposing bodies. Also, nine 
NPFL fighters are currently receiving treatment from 
bullet wounds at the Ganta Hospital in Nimba County. 


The latest fighting in Gbarnga was characterized by 
massive looting. All homes, including my own, were 
broken into and furniture and valuables were stolen. 
Rumors hit Gbarnga last night that the forces that re- 
treated from the city ac ain attempted attacking NPFL 
positions in the town of Wensue, some 14 miles from 
Gbarnga. An NPFL reinforcement was seen moving 
into the area. Until late evening yesterday, hundreds 
of NPFL fighters who contained the attack were still 
in battle gear, positioned in key places for any even- 
tualities. The main broad street was busy with armed 
patrolmen moving from one end of the street to another 
with rocket-propelled grenades and heavily loaded AK- 
47’s and G-3 Riffles. 


Nigeria 
Minister Condemns West for Sanctions Threat 


MS0610091895 London THE TIMES in English 
6 Oct 95 p 16 


[Report on interview with Information and Culture 
Minister Dr Walter Ofonagoro by Inigo Gilmore in 
Abuja on 5 October] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigerian military Govern- 
ment is prepared to run the risk of economic sanctions 
and suspension from the Commonwealth rather than 
grant further concessions on political detainees or its 
proposed transition to civilian rule, Walter Ofonagoro, 
the Information and Culture Minister, said yesterday. 


He was responding to cautious criticism from Western 
governments directed at Nigeria’s proposed plan to 
return to civilian rule by October 1, 1998, laid out by 
the country’s military ruler, General Sani Abacha, this 
week. 


The criticisms were that the three-year transition period 
is too long; and that the man widely believed to have 
won 1993's elections, Moshood Abiola, still languishes 
in jail. The commuting of death sentences on 13 people 
accused of plotting against the regime and a withdrawal 
of the ban on several publications have been seen as an 
attempt to deflect foreign criticism. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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In a forthright interview with The Times at his palatial 
mansion in Abuja, Dr Ofonagoro condemned Britain 
and the United States for meddling in his country’s in- 
ternal affairs and mapped out his Government’s hardline 
stance on a wide range of issues. He emphasised there 
was no prospect of the transition timetable being scaled 
down, and dismissed Western diplomats who have said 
no transitional arrangements would be acceptable with- 
out Chief Abiola’s release. 


Echoing General Abacha’s standpoint, he said there 
were no political prisoners in Nigeria and Chief Abiola’s 
Case was judicial. The detained presidential claimant 
was motivated by "selfish interest" he said, producing 
court documents to back the government decision to 
annul the election. 


He reiterated that Chief Abiola had "followed the path 
of lawlessness" by declaring himself President. "It is 
very dangerous to interfere with a country’s judicial 
system in favour of a wealthy individual, and I am 
ashamed Western governments are doing this,” said Dr 
Ofonagoro. "They are wasting their time, because we 
have no intention of voluntarily releasing him." 


Dr Ofonagoro, 55, a businessman and former presiden- 
tial candidate who professes to be a close friend of 
Chief Abiola, also quashed hopes for an early release of 
alleged coup plotters, saying his Government was not 
open to negotiation. Critics of the Abacha regime have 
accused it of dreaming up the plots in March to crack 
down on prodemocracy campaigners. The convictions 
of 40 people at a secret trial sparked worldwide con- 
demnation. 


Dismissing the claims as "rot", he said a film broadcast 
on state television had proved their guilt and underlined 
the Government’s magnanimity. "We are not going to 
kill them but they will be punished harshly. We have 
been extremely generous. They are military people and 
know the consequences of treason." 


The issue of political detainees and human rights 
has set Nigeria on a collision course with Western 
governments. Baroness Chalker of Wallasey, Britain’s 
overseas minister, has warned Nigeria it risks being 
suspended from the Commonwealth unless there are 
significant improvements. General Abacha responded 
by warning two oil executives their interests were in 
jeopardy if Britain continued hostile. 


Four years ago in Harare, the Commonwealth declared 
respect for human rights to be fundamental. General 
Abacha can expect a frosty reception at the heads of 
government meeting in New Zealand next month. 


"Who cares?" snorted Dr Ofonagoro contemptuously. 
"Britain has threatened to suspend us before, but they 
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Cannot throw us out." Nigeria, he said, did not want 
to fall out with international friends but they must 
recognise and try to understand its problems. 


He said the Government would have its "hands full" 
during the three-year transition paving the way for 
elections at all levels of government and a rotating 
presidency, covering six zones in a country with 98 
million people, 250 ethnic groups, 110 towns and 593 
local government areas. 


Nigeria was determined to stick to the Government's 
plan and would not be cowed by threats of economic 
sanctions. "What we need is sympathy, not pressure. If 
Western governments do not want to help us, we will 
help ourselves. We are taking a stand on the basis of 
what Nigerians want." 


Sierra Leone 


‘Executive Outcomes’, Government Beating Rebels 


AB0510135795 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 5 Oct 95 


(From the "Network Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The role of mercenary soldiers 
in Africa has been the subject of much attention this 
week but the Comoros Islands are not the only piace 
where they have been action in recent times. The Sierra 
Leone Government, fighting a rebel war, has enlisted 
the help of the Executive Outcomes, a private South 
African army which has previously fought in Angola. 
Defense journalist Jim Huthrow was in Sierra Leone 
at the end of last month where he watched combined 
Operations in the northern Kono District between the 
Sierra Leone Army and the Executive Outcomes. Jean- 
Philippe Chaussy first asked him what kind of operation 
he’d observed. 


[Begin recording] [Huthrow] It was a combined land- 
air operation. The South Africans (?inserted) Sierra 
Leonean troops by helicopter and they were supported 
in turn by a Russian-flown helicopter gunship. 


{Chaussy] So, how many Executive Outcomes people 
actually took part in this operation? 


{Huthrow] On the ground offensive, there was one Ex- 
ecutive Outcomes adviser that accompanied a company- 
size Sierra Leonean force to the town of Gandahun 
which, although the rebels still claim to hold, was defi- 
nitely taken. I was there on the ground and on Sunday 
[1 October] it was being held by government troops. 


{Chaussy] And did they take part in the fighting? 


{Huthrow] I accompanied a 25-man (?monitoring) team 
and protection team about half of whom were Executive 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Outcomes employees both Black South African and 
White South African. 


[Chaussy] So, they were just advising, or actually 
dropping shells and the mortars? 


(Huthrow] They were certainly aiming the mortars, the 
Sierra Leoneans were dropping the shells and mortar 
kits. 

[Chaussy] To your knowledge, how many Executive 
Outcomes people are at the moment operating in Sierra 
Leone? 


[Huthrow] I saw in excess of 100. I tell you it was a 
question I asked the Executive Outcomes. They warned 
that they are a little sensitive about this. They certainly 
don’t want to give that information away to the RUF 
(Revolutionary United Front). 


(Chaussy] And what kind of military expertise do they 
provide? 


(Huthrow] Well, bear in mind that the Executive Out- 
comes is manned by South Africans, both Black and 
White, who have a combined total of 5,000 man years of 
combat experience in Namibia, Angola, Mozambique. 


[Chaussy] Do they, for instance, provide high tech 
transmission or night vision equipments? 


(Huthrow] Well, the most sophisticated equipment they 
do bring from South Africa were the communications 
or night vision equipment. The rest of the equipment, 
which is strictly Soviet or Russian manufactured, they 
are given by the Sierra Leonean Government. 


[Chaussy] And you said the equipment now are avail- 
able to ordinary army units? 


(Huthrow] It would be available. They are not yet in the 
main trained to a level where they can effectively use 
it. 

[Chaussy] Now, do you believe that Executive Out- 
comes could actually turn the tide of the war? 


(Huthrow] It’s not a matter of they could or not. They 
are bringing the war to an end. They have pushed the 
rebels back from the Waterloo area around Freetown. 
They have retaken the kimberlite and diamond fields in 
the Kono District, at Koidu and Seradu back from the 
rebels of the RUF and they are putting their tentacles 
Out in various directions, forcing the rebels further south 
or east towards the Guinea border. 
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[Chaussy]} At times it has been hard to believe, consid- 
ering the type of guerrilla warfare and terrain in Sierra 
Leone, 


{Huthrow] Well, they understand that a war like this 
has to be a joint political and military solution. They’ ve 
made it very clear to the government that a democratic 
solution is the only one that can last on the long term. 
[end recording] 


Government Forces Repel Rebels in Northeast 


AB0510201395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 5 Oct 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] While the Sierra Leone Army 
has been heavily engaged in responding to a rebel RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] offensive in the south of 
the country around the town of Bo, rebels have been 
active elsewhere. They launched an attack on a strategic 
town in the northeast which has been the scene of many 
battles in the past. From Freetown, Victor Sylver telexed 
this report: 


One government soldier was killed, and two were 
wounded when RUF rebels attacked the town of 
Massingbe, in the northeast of the country. Defense 
spokesman Major Karefa Kargbo told newsmen that 
rebels attacked the town on Tuesday [3 October]. 
According to Maj. Karefa, government forces stationed 
at Massingbe, repelled the rebels and, in his words, 
chased them as far as Bamaconta, just inside Kenema 
District. Four rebels were reportedly killed. 


Massingbe is the gateway to the rest of diamond-rich 
Kono District, and has been the scene of heavy fighting 
in the past between rebels and government forces. 
Its strategic importance to both rebel and government 
forces, can be seen in rebel attempts to seize the 
town whenever the opportunity presents itself, and the 
government’s equally determined efforts to wrest the 
town from them whenever it is overrun. 


Meanwhile, the military authorities have announced 
the recapture of Pektema in the south of the country 
about 16 miles from the southern capital town of Bo. 
The military said that rebel losses were high. Casualty 
figures on the government side are not yet available. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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